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TO:

See Attached Cover Sheet

FROM:
Regulations Officer
Division of Regulatory Affairs, Records Access and Policy Liaison, OMS

SUBJECT:
Regulations Status Report, General Notices Status Report and Federal Register Highlights
Attached, for your information, is the Weekly Status Report on Regulations and General Notices under development in the Indian Health Service (IHS); and 29 Federal Register 
Highlight (item(s) published that may be of interest to the IHS) for the period of 
November 20-24, 2006.

We would appreciate your making further distribution of this mailing as you think appropriate and as you get requests.  Full copies of the Federal Register Highlights are available from the Federal Register available at the Parklawn Health Library, Room 13-12, or at the Twinbrook Metro Plaza, 12300 Twinbrook Parkway, Suite 450.  Internet users may also access a copy by going directly to GPO at www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/browse.html.

If you have any questions about any part of this mailing you may call Ila S. Mizrachi or me at (301) 443-7889.

         /S/                
Betty Z. Gould
Attachments
INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE
DIVISION OF REGULATORY AFFAIRS, RECORDS ACCESS AND POLICY LIAISON
REGULATIONS STATUS REPORT

November 24, 2006
SUBJECT/NUMBER
DATE
STATUS

	Section 506 - Limitations on Charges for Services Furnished by Medicare Participating Inpatient Hospitals to Indians 

(42 CFR Part 136, Subpart D, 42 CFR Part 489),  RIN 0917-AA02 – G/M
	8/21/06
8/22/06

9/8/06
9/12/06

9/13/06

9/15/06

9/25/06

9/26/06

9/29/06

10/2/06

10/11/06

10/13/06

10/18/06

10/19/06

10/24/06

10/25/06

10/26/06

11/3/06

11/16/06
	Draft of Final Rule and Action Memo received in DRA
Draft Final Rule and Action memo forwarded to CMS staff for review and comment

Comments received from CMM, OL, OEA, and PRA Boilerplate; forwarded comments to ORAP and IHS/Legal Affairs Team
Provided editorial changes to ORAP

Draft of Action Memo sent to Exec. Sec. for review and clearance

Comments received from OGC and OSORA; forwarded comments to ORAP and IHS/Legal Affairs Team

Draft received from ORAP

DRA forwarded Revised Draft of Final Rule and Strikeout Version to OGC/IHS, DRA/Legal Affairs, and ORAP for review and clearance; edits of draft received from OGC

DRA incorporated OGC’s edits and forwarded Revised Draft of Final Rule and Strikeout Version to ORAP, DRA/Legal Affairs for review and clearance

DRA forwarded Revised Draft of Final Rule and Strikeout Version to CMS for review and clearance

Comments received from HPAG; forwarded to ORAP, and IHS Legal Affairs Team

Comments and redline version received from OL; forwarded to ORAP and IHS Legal Affairs Team

Draft of Action Memo resubmitted to Exec. Sec. for review and clearance; Draft of Summary Statement and Regulation Rollout Strategy sent to ORAP for review; Comments received from HHS/OGC; forwarded to ORAP; summary statement revised by ORAP  

DRA forwarded Revised draft of Final Rule, Strikeout Version, Summary Statement and Regulation Rollout Strategy to CMS, ORAP, and IHS/Legal Affairs Team

CMS clearance received

Comments received from Exec. Sec; cleared for final

Sent to OMS for Director’s signature

Cleared IHS; Delivered package to HHS/CMS 
Contacted by CMS that the regulation was cleared by CMS; forwarded final regulation and Action Memo to ES/HHS


DIVISION OF REGULATORY AFFAIRS, RECORDS ACCESS AND POLICY LIAISON
              NOTICES STATUS REPORT
                                                             November 24, 2006
	Statement of Organization, Functions, and Delegation of Authority for the Navajo Area Office – G 
	10/4/05

10/31/05

2/7/06

7/19/06

7/25/06

7/27/06

8/1/06

11/13/06

11/15/06
11/16/06
	Draft received in DRA 

Sent to OGC for review

OGC clearance received; final requested
2nd Draft received from Program

Provided editorial changes to Program

3rd Draft received from Program; final requested
Final received

Sent to OMS for Director’s signature

Cleared IHS

Sent to Federal Register for publication

	Geographic Composition of the Contract Health Service Delivery Areas (CHSDA) Established by Regulations of the Indian Health Service – G 
	9/13/06
9/19/06

10/17/06
	Draft received in DRA; forwarded to OGC

Comments received from OGC; forwarded comments to Program

OGC will draft an interpretive rule

	Notice of Availability of Fiscal Year 2007 Funds for the Health Professions Preparatory, Health Professions Pregraduate and Indian Health Professions Scholarship Programs – M
	10/24/06

11/6/06

11/8/06

11/16/06

11/20/06


	Draft received in DRA; forwarded to OGC/OFA/RCO for review and clearance; RCO clearance received; OFA clearance received
OGC clearance received; Provided editorial changes to Program; received 2nd draft

Sent to Grant Review

Comments received from Grant Review; cleared Grant Review; received final draft; sent 3rd draft to OGC for review; comments received from OGC
Cleared OGC; final draft received; request final

	Notice of Availability of Fiscal Year 2007 Funds for the Loan Repayment Program for Repayment of Health Professions Educational Loans – R SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	10/27/06

11/2/06

11/16/06
	Draft received in DRA; forwarded to OGC/OFA/RCO for review and clearance; RCO clearance received 
Comments received from OFA

Clearance and comments received from Grant Review; forwarded to Program


Lead DRLA Staff:  G = Gould       
         
 


        M = Mizrachi



         R = Rouleau

DHHS/OMS/DRA FEDERAL REGISTER HIGHLIGHTS
November 24, 2006
	DATE
	PAGE
	AGENCY
	ACTION
	SUMMARY

	
	
	
	
	

	11/20/06
	67037
	SSA
	Final Rules
	The Social Security Administration (SSA) is revising the criteria in the Listing of Impairments that they use to evaluate claims involving visual disorders.  SSA will apply these criteria when an employee claims benefits based on disability under Title II and Title XVI of the Social Security Act.  The revisions reflect SSA’s program experience and advances in medical knowledge, treatment, and methods of evaluating visual disorders.

For further information you may contact: Michelle Hungerman at (410) 966-2289.

These rules are effective February 20, 2007.

	
	
	
	
	

	11/20/06
	67093
	AGRIC
	Notice
	The Rural Business-Cooperative Service, an Agency within the Rural Development mission area, announces the availability of grants up to $50,000 per application from the Rural Business Enterprise Grant Program for Fiscal Year 2007 for feasibility studies or feasibility and marketing studies, to be competitively awarded.  

For further information you may contact one of the Rural Economic Area Partnership Zones listed in this notice.

Deadline for submission of application is on or before December 8, 2006.  

	
	
	
	
	

	11/20/06
	67095
	AGRIC
	Notice
	The Rural Business-Cooperative Service, an Agency within the Rural Development mission area, announces the availability of two grants: one single $495,000 grant from the passenger transportation funds appropriated for the Rural Business Enterprise Grant (RBEG) program and another single $250,000 grant for Federally Recognized Native American Tribes’ from funds appropriated for the RBEG program.  

For further information you may contact: Cindy Mason at (202) 690-1433.

Deadline for submission of application is on or before January 31, 2007.   

	
	
	
	
	

	11/20/06
	67115
	EDUC
	Notice
	The Department of Education (DoE) is soliciting public comments on the following proposed information collection request: Mathematics and Science Partnerships Program: Annual Performance Report (APR).  The APR, an online reporting tool, will provide an opportunity to describe partnerships, report on the impact of the projects, share effective professional development strategies, and help DoE program officials to examine outcomes across multiple projects. 

Comments regarding burden and/or the collection activity requirements should be electronically mailed to ICDocketMgr@ed.gov.

Comments must be received on or before December 20, 2006.

	
	
	
	
	

	11/20/06
	67116
	EDUC
	Notice
	The Department of Education (DoE) is soliciting public comments on the following proposed information collection request: Gun-Free Schools Act Report.   

Comments regarding burden and/or the collection activity requirements should be electronically mailed to ICDocketMgr@ed.gov.

Comments must be received on or before December 20, 2006. 

	
	
	
	
	

	11/20/06
	67118
	EPA
	Notice
	The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is announcing a public meeting of the Forum on State and Tribal Toxics Action to enable state and Tribal leaders to collaborate with EPA on environmental protection and pollution prevention issues.

The meeting will be held on December 11, 2006 at the Radisson Hotel in Austin, TX from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

For further information you may contact: Colby Lintner at (202) 554-1404.

	
	
	
	
	

	11/20/06
	67151
	DoI
	Notice
	Notice is hereby given that an appealable decision approving lands for conveyance pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act will be issued to NIMA Corporation.  The lands are in the vicinity of Dall Lake and on Nunivak Island in Alaska.
For further information you may contact: Bureau of Land Management at 

(907) 271-5960.

	
	
	
	
	

	11/20/06
	67165
	MSPB
	Notice
	The Merit Systems Protection Board is soliciting public comments on the following proposed information collection request: Career Advancement Survey of Federal Employees.

For further information you may contact: Cynthia Ferentinos at (202) 653-6772.

Comments must be received on or before December 18, 2006.

	
	
	
	
	

	11/20/06
	67276
	OPM
	Final Rule
	The Office of Personnel Management (OPM) is issuing final regulations concerning the Combined Federal Campaign.  These final regulations are being issued as part of the OPM’s effort to modernize the CFC and to realize administrative efficiencies.  They were designed to address the current and future environment of the CFC where the electronic transmission of information will be more routine.  As such, these regulations update the criteria for CFC eligibility, streamline the charity application process, ease the administrative burden on the local campaigns, promote the use of electronic technology in the administration of the CFC, and expand opportunities during disasters and emergencies for Federal donors to contribute to all charities participating in the CFR regardless of location.
For further information you may contact: Mark W. Lambert at (202) 606-2564.

These regulations are effective November 20, 2006.

	
	
	
	
	

	11/21/06
	67355
	HHS
	Notice
	The Administration for Native Americans (ANA) describes in this notice its proposed interpretive rules, statements of general policy and rules of agency procedure or practice in relation to the Social and Economic Development Strategies, Native Language Preservation and Maintenance, Environmental Regulatory Enhancement, Environmental Mitigation, Improving the Well-Being of Children – Native American Healthy Marriage Initiative programs and any Special Initiatives.  The ANA is providing members of the public an opportunity to comment on proposed changes in interpretive rules, statements of general policy and rules of agency procedure or practice and to give notice of the final adoption of such changes at least 30 days before the changes become effective.  
For further information you may contact: Sheila K. Cooper at (877) 922-9262.

Comments must be received within 30 days of this notice.

	
	
	
	
	

	11/21/06
	67344
	EDUC
	Notice
	The Department of Education (DoE) is soliciting public comments on the following proposed information collection request: National Evaluation of the Comprehensive Technical Assistance Centers.   

Comments regarding burden and/or the collection activity requirements should be electronically mailed to ICDocketMgr@ed.gov.

Comments must be received on or before January 22, 2007. 

	
	
	
	
	

	11/21/06
	67403
	OPM
	Notice
	The Office of Personnel Management is providing notice about two changes in locality pay area boundaries in 2007 under the locality pay program for General Schedule and certain other employees.

For further information you may contact: Allan Hearne at (202) 606-2838.

The additions to locality pay areas are applicable on the first day of the first pay period beginning on or after January 1, 2007.

	
	
	
	
	

	11/22/06
	67541
	AGRIC
	Notice
	The Department of Agriculture is soliciting public comments on the following proposed information collection request: Assurance of Compliance with the Department of Agriculture Regulations Assuring Civil Rights Compliance Organization Information.  The purpose of the information being collected is to determine that applicants recommended for awards are responsible recipients of Federal funds.

For further information you may contact Pamela Beverly at the following e-mail address Pamela_Beverly_OIRA_Submissions@OMB.EOP.GOV.

Comments must be received within 30 days of this notice. 

	
	
	
	
	

	11/22/06
	67549
	EDUC
	Notice
	The Department of Education is soliciting public comments on the following proposed information collection request: The Effectiveness of the Alabama Mathematics, Science and Technology Initiative.
Comments regarding burden and/or the collection activity requirements should be electronically mailed to ICDocketMgr@ed.gov.

Comments must be received on or before January 22, 2007.

	
	
	
	
	

	11/22/06
	67622
	HHS
	Notice Teleconference Call
	The Health Resources and Services Administration announces a public teleconference call of the Children’s Hospitals Graduate Medical Education (CHGME) Payment Program.

The teleconference call will be held on December 6, 2006 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Conference call registration forms and information about the Program can be found on the CHGME PP website at www.bhpr.hrsa.gov/childrenshospitalgme.

For further information you may contact: Ayah E. Johnson, Ph.D. at (301) 443-1058. 

	
	
	
	
	

	11/22/06
	67634
	DoI
	Notice
	Notice is hereby given in accordance with the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of the completion of an inventory of human remains in the possession of the Carnegie Museum of Natural History in Pittsburgh, PA.
Representatives of the Quapaw Tribe of Indians and any other Indian Tribe that believes itself to be culturally affiliated with the human remains should contact
Dr. David R. Watters at (412) 665-2605 before December 22, 2006.

	
	
	
	
	

	11/22/06
	67634
	DoI
	Notice
	Notice is hereby given in accordance with the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of the completion of an inventory of human remains in the possession of the Pierce College District in Lakewood, WA.

Representatives of the Puyallup Tribe of the Puyallup Reservation and any other Indian Tribe that believes itself to be culturally affiliated with the human remains should contact Chris MacKersie at (253) 912-3655 before December 22, 2006. 

	
	
	
	
	

	11/22/06
	67635
	DoI
	Notice
	Notice is hereby given in accordance with the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of the completion of an inventory of human remains in the possession and control of the National Park Service, Yellowstone National Park in Mammoth Hot Springs, WY.

Representatives of the Arapaho Tribe of the Wind River Reservation and any other Indian Tribe that believes itself to be culturally affiliated with the human remains should contact Suzanne Lewis at (307) 344-2229 before December 22, 2006. 

	
	
	
	
	

	11/22/06
	67656
	OPM
	Notice
	The Office of Personnel Management is soliciting public comments on the following proposed information collection request: Application for Death Benefits/Federal Employees Retirement System, SF 3104.

For further information you may contact: Cyrus S. Benson at (202) 606-0623.

Comments must be received within 60 days of this notice.

	
	
	
	
	

	11/24/06
	67869
	HHS
	Notice Workshop Announcement
	The National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) is hosting a public workshop on Children’s Environmental Health: Past, Present and Future Research Strategies.  

The workshop will be held from January 22-23, 2007 at the NIEHS Rodbell Auditorium in Research Triangle, NC from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. each day.

For further information you may contact: Dr. Kristina Thayer at (919) 541-5021.

	
	
	
	
	

	11/24/06
	67895
	DoI
	Notice
	This notice advises the public that the Bureau of Indian Affairs, with the cooperation of the Bonneville Power Administration, and the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation (CTUIR) intends to file a Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for the proposed lease of up to 142 acres of land held in trust by the United States for the benefit of the CTUIR in Umatilla County, OR and that the FEIS is now available for public review.  
For further information you may contact: Jerry Lauer at (541) 278-3786.

Comments must be received on or before January 2, 2007.

	
	
	
	
	

	11/24/06
	67896
	DoI
	Notice
	This notice advises the public that the Bureau of Indian Affairs, with the cooperation of the Oneida Indian Nation of New York intends to file a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for proposed fee-to-trust land transfer located within Oneida and Madison Counties, NY and that the DEIS is now available for public review.  

For further information you may contact: Kurt Chandler at (615) 564-6832.

Comments must be received on or before January 8, 2007. 

	
	
	
	
	

	11/24/06
	67897
	DoI
	Notice
	The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) owns, or has an interest in rate adjustments for Indian irrigation facilities located on various reservations throughout the United States. BIA is required to establish rates to recover the costs to administer, operate, maintain, and rehabilitate these facilities.
For details about a particular irrigation project please use the tables in the SUPPLEMENTARY SECTION in order to contact the regional or local office where the project is located.

Comments must be received on or before January 23, 2007.

	
	
	
	
	

	11/24/06
	67933
	OPM
	Notice
	The Office of Personnel Management is soliciting public comments on the following proposed information collection requests: Application to Make Deposit or Redeposit, 

SF 2803; and Application to Make Service Credit Payment for Civilian Service, 

SF 3108.

For further information you may contact: Cyrus S. Benson at (202) 606-0623.

Comments must be received within 30 days of this notice. 

	
	
	
	
	

	11/24/06
	67933
	OPM
	Notice
	The Office of Personnel Management is soliciting public comments on the following proposed information collection request: Reemployment of Annuitants, 5 CFR 837.103.

For further information you may contact: Cyrus S. Benson at (202) 606-0623.

Comments must be received within 60 days of this notice. 

	
	
	
	
	

	11/24/06
	67934
	OPM
	Notice
	The Office of Personnel Management is soliciting public comments on the following proposed information collection request: Civil Service Retirement System/Federal Employees Retirement System Documentation in Support of Disability Retirement Application, SF 3112.

For further information you may contact: Cyrus S. Benson at (202) 606-0623.

Comments must be received within 60 days of this notice. 

	
	
	
	
	

	11/24/06
	67934
	OPM
	Notice
	The Office of Personnel Management is soliciting public comments on the following proposed information collection request: Annuity Supplement Earnings Report, 

RI 92-22.

For further information you may contact: Cyrus S. Benson at (202) 606-0623.

Comments must be received within 60 days of this notice. 

	
	
	
	
	

	11/24/06
	67934
	OPM
	Notice
	The Office of Personnel Management is soliciting public comments on the following proposed information collection request: It’s Time to Sign Up for Direct Deposit, 

RI 38-128.

For further information you may contact: Cyrus S. Benson at (202) 606-0623.

Comments must be received within 60 days of this notice. 

	
	
	
	
	

	11/24/06
	67960
	HHS
	Final Rule
	This final rule with comment period revises the Medicare hospital outpatient prospective payment system to implement applicable statutory requirements and changes arising from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)  experience with their system, and to implement certain related provisions of the Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003 and the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005.  In this final rule with comment period, CMS describes changes to the amounts and factors used to determine the payment rates for Medicare hospital outpatient services paid under the prospective payment system.  These changes are applicable to services furnished on or after January 1, 2007.  In addition, this final with comment period implements future Calendar Year 2009 required reporting on quality measures for hospital outpatient services paid under the prospective payment system.
Please refer to this notice for all contacts, telephone numbers, and issues.

Comments must be received on or before January 23, 2007.


