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February 14, 2018 
 
 

RADM Michael Weahkee, Acting Director 
Indian Health Service 
5600 Fishers Lane 
Rockville, MD  20857 
 
Re: TSGAC Support for IHS Advance Appropriations 
 
Dear Acting Director Weahkee: 
 
 I write to you on behalf of the Tribal Self-Governance Advisory Committee (TSGAC) to 
let you know that we were very happy to hear that you support advance appropriations for the 
Indian Health Service (IHS).  We appreciate the attention you focused on the issue during the 
First Quarterly Meeting of the TSGAC on January 24, 2018.  As we discussed, advance 
appropriations are critical to providing the IHS parity with the similarly situated Veterans Health 
Administration, and to ensuring that the consistent delivery of quality healthcare services in 
Indian Country.  Self-governance Tribes are ready to work with you to make this initiative a 
reality.   
 
 The Federal Government has a trust responsibility to protect the interests of Tribal 
nations, pueblos, and communities.  Providing American Indian and Alaska Natives (AI/AN) with 
access to quality healthcare lies at the very heart of this responsibility.  Yet, the ability of Self-
Governance Tribes to address the essential healthcare needs of our Tribal citizens is severely 
hindered by the lack of full funding being made available on a timely basis by Congress through 
the appropriation process. 
 
 Advance appropriations for the IHS would provide greater stability to AI/AN healthcare 
services.  In the last decade, there has been only one fiscal year (FY 2006) in which the Interior, 
Environment and Related Agencies appropriations bill was enacted by the beginning of the 
fiscal year.  These delays are very harmful to all Tribal healthcare providers.   
 
 Both Self-Governance and Direct Service Tribes have prioritized this issue as a critical 
means of protecting our citizens' healthcare interests.  Members of Congress and their staff 
have been educated about the need for this change and significant resources have been 
developed.  We are happy to meet with you and your staff to discuss the most effective way we 
can work together to pursue this initiative.    
 

The FY 2017 House Appropriations report for Interior, Environment and Related 
Agencies directed the GAO to issue a report on the use of advance appropriations for health 
care programs and its application to the IHS: 

 Advance Appropriations Report.  The House Report asks for a Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) report and evaluation on the use of advance appropriations for 
healthcare programs across the federal government, and their application to the IHS: 
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“The Government Accountability Office is directed to report on the use of 
advance appropriations authority for healthcare programs across the Federal 
government, including problems encountered, any estimates of cost savings, and 
applications to the Indian Health Service.”  

 
(H. Rept. 114-632, p. 89).  As far as we know GAO has not done such a report. Would 
you be willing to inquire with GAO and ask them for a progress report on efforts to draft 
this report? 
 
 I thank you for the opportunity to share our serious concerns on these important issues.  
If you have any questions or would like to discuss these comments in further detail, please 
contact me at lmalerba@moheganmail.com. 
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
Chief Lynn Malerba, Mohegan Tribe of Connecticut 
Chairwoman, IHS TSGAC 
 
cc:  Jennifer Cooper, Acting Director, Office of Tribal Self-Governance, IHS 
 TSGAC Members and Technical Workgroup 
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